


Memorandum to Mr. Belmont ' 

Re: Allegations of General Arthur S. Trudeau Re Infiltration of 
Fabian Socialists into High Policy-making Areas of the 
United.States. Government ■ 

Internal Security - C - 


and Elizabeth T. Bentley, former self-admitted Soviet espionage 
agents, as participants in espionage activities in Washington, D„ C. , 
and New York, New York, in the mid 1930's and early 1940’s. 
Several have been critical of the Bureau. Several alleged to be 
socialists; others ’’leftist” and ’’procommunist. ” Several reported . 
as members, in the past, of organizations cited by the Attorney 
General under Executive Order 10450. Allegations generally 
name many individuals as questionable for strategic or sensitive 
Government employment. 

4. Several were named by Louis Budenz, former Communist Party, 
USA, official, as being communists or under communist discipline. 

Some of the sources of information used in the enclosure were 
closely associated with the individuals named and requested that their identities 
be concealed. Others expressed a willingness or unwillingness to testify in 
loyalty or court proceedings against individuals named. In order to indicate 
the desires of the source an (a) was placed after the names of sources who 
requested that their identities be concealed. A (b) was placed after the 
sources ’s name when be was willing to testify . A (c) was used to indicate 
source not willing to testify. . - b3 
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not be disseminated outside the Bureau. ( 
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The following eight individuals, who appear to be identical with names 
furnished by General Trudeau, have been investigated by the Bureau with no 
identifiable derogatory information developed. Results of investigations have 
been disseminated. ‘ ' ' ' ' ' 

1 . ; Edgar Jarratt Applewhite, Jr. . 

Central Intelligence Group-Applicant, 1947 

2. Richard :Dale Drain 

Central Intelligence Agency-Applicant, 1951 

Atomic Energy Act-Applicant, 1952 

3. Gerard Droller 

. Central Intelligence Agency -Applicant, 1949 . 
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Memo to the Director 
from D. M. Ladd 


RE: JAMES REST ON 




According to our files, James B. Reston contacted the 
Bureau on May 19, 1941 , and wanted to tails to the Director or 
the proper Bureau official to secure information which he could 
use to work up a story on activities of the Germans in the United 
States. Mr. Reston was advised that' the Director was out of town 
and upon Mr. Nichols' instruction was referred to 
of the Department. (94-8-51-90) 

James B. Reston of the "New York Times " talked to 
Mr. Nichols on December 2, 1941, concerning a feature article 
which his Sunday Editor had suggested on the subject of "A Typical 
FBI Man"; however , in March, 1942, Mr. Nichols made the notation 
that he had seen Reston but as of that date had no further word on 

the article. (94-8-51-115) 

k \ 

\ . _ 

In June, 1948, \ of the State Department 

advised that the State Department was concerned with a leak of 
secret information to the press and was carrying on an investigation 
concerning the publication in a New York newspaper of information 
obtained from a secret doc ument enti tled, "Soviet Violations of 
Treaties and Agreements." \ stated that they suspected 

James Barrett Reston and asked that the Bureau attempt to develop 
latent prints on the document in question to determine if one of 
these latent prints could be identified with known fingerprint 
impressions of Reston . The document was chemically treated for 
latent fingerprints but none of value were developed. The files 
did not reflect any further information on the above allegation 
by the State Department. (62-58301-242) 
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On June 15, 1950, Mr. James B. Reston was a witness 
before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign Relations, United 
States Senate, appointed to investigate whether there were employees 
in the State Department disloyal to the United States. The 
questioning of Reston centered around methods and contacts he used 
in obtaining news from the officials of the State Department. 
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JAMES BARRETT RESTON 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Name Check 
1 - Mr. Brown 
1 - Mr. Montgomery 

March H, 19S>9 
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x The Federal Bureau of Investigation has not 

conducted any investigation concerning James Barrett 
Reston, who Is hea d. of the Washington Bureau nf^Tha 

Va*w 1 i» ma e W I 


"mere is no inrormatlon In the fil es oi " this MUfreaa 
that shows any aasociat.ion on the part of Reston with 
the Communist Party or Communist Party front groups. 

The records of Tass News Agency, official 
Soviet news bureau, showed numerous articles written 
by James Reston ’MtTt ^Grvteirded to Moscow during thA 
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1 - Miss Gronquist 

f^EE RZV“nCE SIDE FOR 
bo. c;dse; -'nation, 

June 23, 1961 
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Horn*. November 3, 1909 
Clydebank, Scotland / name check 
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation has«not con- 


, ,' r ducted any investigation concerning Janes Barretf^Reston, 

' who is head of the Washington Burear of the ^ew York Times." 
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U/nere is no information in tne rues or xhiS Bureau that SAW 
any association on the part of Reston with the Communist Party 
or Communist Party front groups. 

On June 15, 1950, Mr. James B. Reston was a witness 
before a Subcommittee of tne Committee on Foreign Relations, 
United States Senate, appointed to investigate whether there 
were employees in the State Department disloyal to the United 
States. Tne questioning of Reston centered around methods and 
contacts he used in obtaining news from the officials of the 
State Department. 

■N .... 

At that time, Reston stated that his position was 
Diplomatic Correspondent of the "New York Times” Washington 
Bureau. He said nis job was not to report primarily the spot 
and news announcements out of the State Department, but it was 
a job of primarily explanatory reporting. He attempted to 
explain the background of some particular announcements that 
might have been made by the Department of Statw.- He also | stated 
his job was to contact persons who knew jriost about the area or 
the problem that happened to be news at the time. That oer son 
would explain, to the extent of his ability and with; the limi- 
tations placed upon him by his own job, what the facts in the 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WO (105-New) (P) 

JAMES BARRETT^RESTON 
IS - CU 

COO : WFO) ofr nnirnAh 


WAV - * ss7 


£ Bg 

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a LHM 


✓ 

W T-3 is 


w T-i is r 



UP ) — 


W T-2 is 


' W T-3 is | If^T ^ BYs , 

/ ^ DtCV^j# 

'/ WO will review Passport Office, United -States^ 

* Department of State, records to determine whether subject 
has authority to travel to Cuba. 
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| According to the* inf ormant , James Reston was 

born Novemb er 3, 1909, at Clydebank, Scotland, and Sarah 
Reston’ was born September 5, 1912, in Illinois. Both are 
United States citizens and reside at 3124 Woodley Road, N. W #| 
WDC. In addition, both are correspondents for “The New York 


On January 24, 1967, W T-2, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised 
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The November, 1966, issue of the ''Diplomatic List, 
published by the United States Department of State, sets 
fdrth Hugo S^l^rgain as Mexican Ambassador to the United 


The 1966 


Volume 3, issue of “Chiefs of State and 
Cabinet Ministers of the American Republics,*' published by the 
Fan American Union j WDC,. Sets forth Antonib "Cafr i 1 lo-Flor e s 

, Mexico . 


as 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, 0 . G. 20535 
July 21, 1967 
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JAMES BARRETT RESTON 
INTERNAL SECURITY.- CUBA 
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As previously reported, records of the Passport 
Office, United States Department; of State^^USQS) reviewed' 
February 20, 1967, revealed that Sarah \FultorJpesto n of 
3124 Wo odley Roa d , Washington jl.C. , on or” alxlut October 
Tl , 1964, renewed her Passport number B 484619, orginally 
issued on September 5, 1961. 

As. previously report ^^%ecords of the Passport 
Office, United States Department of State (USDSil were re- 
viewed on. March 2, 1967 concerning IJs^^^rrejtt^estpn., 

3124 Woodley Road, N.W., Washington, D.CT Ue is the holder 
of United States Passport H 139342 issued him on January 
23, 1967 j by the United States Department of State, (USDS), 
at Washington, D.C.: 

In communication dated January 3, 1967, as previously 
reported, the Passport Office advised both Mr. and Mrs. Reston 
the United States Department of State (USDS) had approved their 
requests for validation of their passports for travel to Cuba- 
and their passports were endorsed to show that they are valid 
for one round trip to Cuba. 




JAMES BARSETT 




The inf <?raaht had no additional pertinent information 

• The ''Congressional Directory 1 ' dated March 1967, under 
Members of the Press' Entitled to Accreditation. James B. 

Reston is listed for the /‘‘New Yorlc Times. 
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LEADS: 

NEW YORK OFFICE 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Upon receipt of results of Washington Field's check 
of passport files, will take appropriate action. 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Subject is the bearer of United States passport 1 
#H139342, which may be of essi stance in locating his file. 
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DISSEMINATION as it sets forth information from I 
a highly confidential source of continuing value reflecting 


1 Disclosure of the Identity of this source codld, 
be prejudicial to the defense interests of the United States. 
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NEW YORK OFFICE 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Upon receipt of results of Washington Field’s check 
of passport files, will take appropriate action. 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Subject is the bearer of United States passport 
#H139342, which may be of assistance in locating his file. 
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The information contained herein is also being 
furnished to Mrs . Mildred Stegall at the White House. 



1 - The Deputy Attorney General 
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The information contained herein is being 
furnished as of possible interest to the President. It 
is also being furnished to the Attorney General. 
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‘’•■February 17, 1970 


MR. AND MRS. JAMES R. REStON 
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James Barrett Heston, who was born on November 3, 
1909, in Scotland and who is Associate Editor ol "The New York Times 



on the part of Heston with the Communist 
\ Party or Communist Party front groups. y/ ■ . 

fev.l /'y us<r*M<2 V4. 

^ y L //' / The records of Tass News Agency, official Soviet news 

v bureau, showed numerous articles written by James Heston were 
, , ^ forwarded to Moscow during the period 1948 to 1951. f 
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On June 15, 1950, Mr. James B. Reston was a witness 
before ^Subcommittee oh the Committee on Foreign Relations, United 
States Senate, appointed to investigate whether there were employees ’ 
in the State Department disloyal to the United States. The questioning 
of Reston centered around methods mid contacts he used in obtaining v / 
news from the officials^ tja^ State Department. 

NOTE: Per/ request of Alexander P. ^Butterfield, deputy Assistant to the 
President. This memorandum being, classified "Se g/ et ■ No Foreign 
Dissemination" as it contains information received^ from highly confidential 
sources of continuing value. Grouty 1 ENGLOSUBB g / 
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Mr, and Mrs. James B. Heston 


At that time, Heston advised it was his opinion that 
responsible journalists deserved more cooperation on the part o! the 
Department whose policy depends upon the "consent of people" if there 
was to be an effective foreign policy in a democracy. He further 
stated that he felt public interest required an interchange of background 
information by the officials and the public despite the risk of occasional 
misuse of information, which he believed to be slight. 

In Whittaker Chambers' book, "Witness" (pages 647-648), 
Chambers stated that when Heston was asked by John Foster Dulles for 
his opinion of Alger Hiss as a possible candidate for President of the 
Carnegie Endowment, Heston stated Hiss would be a very good choice. 

The January 16, 1953, issue of "Counterattack, " a 
publication self-described as opposing communism, accuse d "The Ne w 
York Times" of giving aid to J oseph Stalin. It stated that a | I 

had commented that the giving of a list 
ox questions to utaun xor answers just before C hristmas , as James 
Reston had done, was "journalistic bumbling. " | suggested that 
the State Department give guidance to the press in order to prevent more 
boners on such matters. With reference to that matter, it is noted that 
"The Daily Worker, " a former east coast communist newspaper which 
has suspended publication, published a notice in its April 2, 1953, issue 
announcing that the Communist Party had prepared a folder featuring 
a photograph of the late Joseph Stalin and the late President Franklin 
Roosevelt, together with Stalin's Christmas Eve reply to Heston. 

The March 15, 1958, issue of "Editor and Publisher" 
contained an article setting out a statement by James Reston to the 
effect that the Democrats had followed the practice of having "gumshoes 
shadow reporters to detect their sources" for delicate news stories and 
that the Republicans were also doing it. 



Mr. and Mrs. Janies B. Heston 



At the request of the then Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy, the FBI launched an extensive investigation in July, 1962, 
concerning a leak of highly classified information, which classified 
information was published bv "T he New York Times” on July 26, 1962, 
in an article ! I entitled "Soviet Missiles Protected In 

’Hardened' Positions. ” During this investigation, Heston contacted the 
Deputy Attorney General in Washington to complain that an employee of ; 
the local office of ”The New York Times” had been interviewed by FBI 1 
Agents at her home, r ather than at the new spaper’s office. In August, 
1962, Reston contacted ^ I S pecial Assistant to the 

President, and was advised by | [ that he was unable to comment 

concerning the inve stigation. Reston also advised Treasury Secretary 

I that he felt there was excessive use of the FBI and 
intimated that some ver y high Governmen t official should have personally 
taken the matter up with ! I 

The December 18, 1961, issue of "Newsweek” magazine 
contained an article entitled ’’The Columnists JFK Reads Every Morn- 
ing. ” This contained background information concerning Reston and 
identified him as being one of three newspaper columnists upon whom 
President Kennedy "concentrated most intently.” (62-5-19102) 
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Mr. and Mrs. James B. Heston 


X(62-99212-14) 

The central files of the FBI contain no additional pertinent 
information identifiable with the above-captioned, individuals. 

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of 
the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with captioned individuals 
based upon background information submitted in connection with 
this name check request. 
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The current Washington Address Telephone Directory 
lists JAMES B. RESTON at 3124 Woodley Rd.,\ N.W. , WDC. The 
current Washington Area Telephone Directory lists JAMES B. 
RESTON, correspondent, at this address with office at 1920 
L Street, N.W. , WDC. This same source lists the “New York 
Times" Bureau at the latter address. ' The Congressional 
Directory, 92nd Congress, First Session, ur/der “Press 
Galleries - Members of Press Entitled to Admission*'- , lists 

JAMES B. RESTON, 3124 Woodley Road; “New York Times". 

% 

In view of the fact that it has been established 
that the address 3124 Woodley Road, is that of the well- 
known correspondent, JAMES B. "SCOTTY" RESTON, no further 
action is being taken in this matter. 
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